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UNION CITY ROADWAY PROJECT VOTE 
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The Union City BART station, top, and a construction site are seen from this drone view as a train approaches in Union City. 
City and county officials will vote today whether to divert $75 million in funds from the station to build a new, wider road. 


A DETOUR FOR 
TRANSIT HUB? 


By Erin Baldassari 
ebaldassari@bayareanewsgroup.com 


UNIONCITY » With a BART station and 
plans to connect passengers to Capitol 
Corridor, ACE trains and a future rail- 
road that would cross the bay along 
the Dumbarton corridor, Union City’s 
transit station was supposed to be one 
of the Bay Area’s major railroad hubs. 

That dream may slip further from 
reality, though, if city and county of- 
ficials vote today to divert $75 mil- 
lion in funds earmarked for the sta- 
tion to build a new, wider road instead 
— a move some are characterizing as 
an “egregious breach of voter trust.” 
The complex project for the 3-mile 
roadway is expected to cost upward 
of $320 million and comes as Union 
City officials contemplate declaring a 
fiscal emergency and asking residents 
to raise their taxes to cover basic city 


services. 


City officials say the new road 
is critical for the station — and the 
planned residential and office con- 
struction around it — to thrive. The 
city’s railroad district, which sur- 
rounds the BART station, has been a 
hive of development, with about 1,700 
apartment units recently constructed 
or planned within walking distance 
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Project: City may divert $75M 
in funds earmarked for BART 
station for new, $320M road 
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New apartments are seen near the Union City BART station 
on Monday. 


ABOUT THE BART STATION PROJECT 
1958 $320 million 


Originally proposed as a high- The cost of the complex 
way; in 1989 the idea was project for the 3-mile roadway 
downgraded to a local road along the Dumbarton corridor 


IMMIGRATION 


Visa quagmire forces cafe owner to ‘self-deport 


Businessman closes downtown San Jose eatery, will return with family to Kuwait 


By Julia Prodis Sulek 
jsulek@ 
bayareanewsgroup.com 


Khaled Altarkeet is so 
frustrated, he is “self-de- 
porting.” 

After an immigration 
quagmire left his business 
visa in limbo, the owner of 
a popular cafe across from 
San Jose State University 
has closed his business, let 
go his half-dozen employ- 
ees, donated the leftover 
food to Catholic Charities 
and, on Wednesday, will 
board a plane with his 
wife and four children to 
fly back to his home coun- 
try of Kuwait. 

“Tm shutting the busi- 


ness and forgetting the 
United States,” said Altar- 
keet, sitting for the last 
time in the empty cafe 
with the chairs stacked 
on the tables last week. 
“T will find another coun- 
try that is more accepting 
and willing to take my in- 
vestments, since this place 
doesn’t want us.” 

While much of the at- 
tention on immigration 
issues has centered on the 
Trump administration’s 
hard line on illegal immi- 
grants and the proposed 
border wall with Mexico, 
the crackdown also is ex- 
tending into business vi- 
sas, the H-1B visas that at- 
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Khaled Altarkeet and his wife, Heba Alshbaili, closed their 
downtown San Jose restaurant, Pomegranate Cafe, and plan to 


IMMIGRATION 


Reliet for 


Dreamers; 
defeat for 
president 


Supreme Court rejects Trump's 
appeal; DACA program to remain 
in place for the rest of the year 


By David G. Savage 
The Los Angeles Times 


WASHINGTON » The Supreme Court handed Pres- 
ident Donald Trump a significant defeat Mon- 
day, turning down the administration’s plea for 
a quick ruling that would have upheld the pres- 
ident’s power to end special protections for so- 
called Dreamers. 

The court’s decision keeps in place a legal 
shield for nearly 700,000 young immigrants for 
the rest of this year, and perhaps longer, allow- 
ing people who have been covered by the Obama- 
era Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals pro- 
gram to continue living and working legally in 
the U.S. Those whose existing DACA permits ex- 
pire this year will also be allowed to apply for an- 
other two-year permit. 

Although the court’s action removes for now 
the threat of job loss and deportation, it also will 
extend the long-term uncertainty 
for the Dreamers — young immi- 
grants who were brought to the 
U.S. illegally as children. Con- 
gress has been stymied on a leg- 
islative solution to their situation, 
and without an immediate dead- 
line to force action, lawmakers al- 
most certainly will not try again 
to forge a compromise on immi- 
gration before this fall’s midterm Trump 
elections. 

Last September, Trump announced that he 
would end the DACA program and gave Congress 
until March 5 to pass legislation to resolve the 
legal status of the Dreamers. Then, in early Jan- 
uary, U.S. District Judge William Alsup in San 
Francisco ordered the government to keep the 
DACA program running until legal challenges 
could be fully aired, ruling that Trump’s order 
had been based on a “flawed legal premise.” A 
district judge in New York this month issued a 
similar ruling. 

In seeking to get Alsup’s order overturned, the 
Justice Department sought to leapfrog the U.S. 
appeals court in California, asking the Supreme 
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‘VERONA COLLECTION’ 


Macy's ‘modest 
clothing line 
features options 
for Muslim women 


By Annie Sciacca 
asciacca@bayareanewsgroup.com 


The line of “modest” clothing geared toward 
Muslim women that Macy’s announced this 
month has officially launched on the retailer’s 
website, offering items such as dresses, long car- 
digans and tops, and hand-dyed hijabs in a line 
called the “Verona Collection.” 

The move makes Macy’s the latest large U.S. 
retailer to tap into the Muslim clothing market, 
and Bay Area Muslim women have noticed. 

“I am so excited,” said Zahra Billoo, an attorney 
and executive director of the Santa Clara-based 
Council on American-Islamic Relations. “I went 
online the day that the collection launched and 
bought a few things.” 

The items, available on the Macy’s website, 
range in price from about $13 for hijabs to be- 
tween $50 and $80 for dresses and cardigans. 

According to the Verona Collection website, 
the brand’s founder, Lisa Vogl, had trouble find- 
ing clothing that was modest, fashionable and 
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